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emifis w tse goif of aqam 


Foreiford 

Tax® siaterial ia this rei)ort has been drewa from the mor® pertiaeat 
of tfe© sources svaili^lL® oa ft short aotlce. Althou^ it te® been cc®pil^ 
hy per®OBS fsaaili*^ with the ®reft sad the subject, the report does not 
represent ii ^j^llcy statement hy the Italted States Government or any 
Deperi^nt thereof. 

SiQBmery 

lo precise jxjdg®«ats have been rendered regarding th® eox^ereignty of 
the islands of Tlran and Sanaflr or on the extent of territorial waters in 
the Strait of Tiran or the Gulf of Aq^a, nor is there a commonly accepted 
body of thought regarding these issues. 

Becords indicating the status of Tiran and Sanafir In the transfer of 
territory at the dosmfall of the Ottoman Sspire are not available, and 
there is no evidence of the exercise of sovereignty (as dlffesrentiated 
from control) over the islands before or since that time. Bo document 
deflnG^ the domain of Ibn Baud when he becwB® ruler of the Hejas In 19^6. 
fhe intermittent Egyptian occt;qpntion, which began in 1950^ *»» resulted 
in a sovereignty claim. 

^ 3 ® decrees concerning the sovereign territory of Sa\^i AsrSbia azid 
Egypt, issued Independently by the two countries, raise a point of conflict 
as to territorial elates in the 0\ilf of Aqsha; but both decrees state that 
territorial differences will be amicably settled by «ie parties involved. 

•Jo date, no such discussions are hnown to have taken place. ‘She Strait of 
Tisran at the mouth of the Gulf of Aqsiba is considered by the United States 

Great Britain to be an International waterway. Pour nations front on 

the Gulf of Aqaba. Trsditionally, access to such a gulf cannot be denied 
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to ose fey SBJ on .0 or lEore nonfeslligereat i^tiosss.'* Isa view 

of the 1^9 Aratistice, th® United fetione ladicet^ Isa 1951 that Egypt 
Israel ®r@ sionbelllgereate aiiid that Egypt ted no rlg^t to halt ships 
feoute. for Israel. Egypt, however, does not recognize the United 
Satioas j^elfeiosa on this point am elates the right ®s a belligeireat to 
telt feouM for Israel through Idle Suez Canal or the Gulf of Aqaba. 

In addition, Enterprise Chanmtl and Grafton Channel, both in the Strait of 
Tima, are within ^ mile® of the Simi coast, and are claljaed as terri- 
torial waters by Egypt. It is possible that the queetion of Bovereignty 
in the Gulf of Aqaba will remin imeettled until ouch time as the question 
ia the aubject of an international court decision. 


" ^ILae®® (S^hhelea, Int^n^tlonal Law — A Treatise, Vol. 1, 8th 
Edition, edited by H- I^utacpa^t71[mn^iana,'Wi®n eS~Co., lew York, 1955. 
p. 508 s *' , , .as3d, further, as a rule, all gulfs and bays enclosed by the 

land of more than one littomi State, however narrow their entrance my be, 
are iK>n~territorlal. 

Footnote "This is not uncoatested. A few writers — see, for 
Instance, Twiss 4^ l8l assert that narrow gulf s and bays surrounded by the 
land of tm different State® are territorial, the central line divldl^ 
the territorial portions. Bowever, the smjority of writers do not accept 
this opinion, and it would sesa that the practice of States likewise 
rejects ■yaoa.” 
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X. Saaafig 

A. Sie status of Tiraa aM Saaafis* in the Ottcgaasi Esgsire is oot 
Imam- Mo sseBtioa of these islands has been fousd in docut^nts dealing 
??ith transfer of territory during the dielntegr&tlon of the l^ire. It 
is prohafel© that; Inaeauch ae free access to the Qulf of Aqaba ms aot 
being contested, strongly at that tiiae, these uninh^ited Islands were 
not de®aed worthy of spec if ie definition. 

B. On T May 1936; Egypt wid Saudi Arabia signed a !Ereaty of 
Friendship in Cairo in which it ms agreed that the two countries would 
ilseuss prdblesas of smtual concenfi, including aaritlme problems, at the 
sarlisEt possible date. PreBUKsbly, conflicting Interests in the Gtilf of 

wouM haTe entered €uiy such discussions; but no evidence has been 
found to indicate that these discussions did in fact tsA® place 
(3?ociaaents on Inter national Affa3.ra ; 1937 « edited by Stephen Heald, 

Soyal Institute of lateraatlonal Affairs, Qscford UniT*wsity Press, IjOndon, 
1939s PP- 528-530). 

S. In 194-9, the IsafeaBsy in Cairo addressed a request to OM/m in 
'eegard "to ©a intenmtion©! boundary between Siml and TlTsm that appear^ 
on ACS Chart 544. 0LI>^ couM no isformtlon to support the accuracy 

of miy Intersaatioiml boundary line in that area and advised EteibasBy 
that no interaatloissl bouadary line wouM be shown at the i^uth of the 
Sulf of Aqaim on future editions of the chart. It was further indicate 
;?.t this time that ”It 1® possible that Egypt and Saudi Arabia have never 
laettled the question of sovereignty over Gesiret Tiraa and adjacent 
islsisd®'’ (OLI/fe reply to Airgra® A-938j, dat<Ki 19 October 19*^9) • 
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D. Ugrpt.i^ trroopa oeei^ied Tijrea st*d. SasJi^fir Islaod©; 5 .b 

latG Jaiaiiasy 1950, after a diocuseion of possible occupation bad co®e 
before tbe Israeli RsrliaEJieBit (Cairo, Dsp» Ho« lU8, 1 F^ruary 1950? ®Eid 
?B1B, 27F^ruary 1950^ PFi)* 

E. Aa Aide-tfeioir© frora the l^yptian Foreiga Office to th© United 
States Kbasej in Cairo, dated 28 Janmry 1950, confirms its elalais and 
those of Saudi Aretoia to the islande and states that occupation of the 
islands by !B^yptian t 3 ?oops is an occoaipliBhe^ fact* Ho conclusion on 
respective territorial claims can be dratm fro® this docua®nt (Cairo, 

Dsp. iW, 1 February 1950)* 

F. Tel Aviv radio reported on 26 February 195© that a United Press 
relea®© datelined Cairo carried a Btatasent that Tlraa ^thin the 
territorial wtcrs of Egypt and that S©mf ir belonged to Saudi Arabia 
(FBK 27 February 1950, PPl). 

0. Hotslthstanding the occupation of the islands by Egyptian troops, 
Idle United States Aadmssador in Calrx) stated that the boundary line 
between the islands of Tiran and Benaf ir on the one hand .and the moteXana 
of Saudi Arabia on the other has not been officially confirmed (Cairo, 
Dsp, Ho. 1317, 7 June 1950). 

II * Territ orial Waters la the Gulf of A<^b& 

A* Decrees concezmiag dellaiitatioa of territorial TOters were 
issued by Sai^i Arabia on 28 my 1^9 ^ by Sgypt on l8 J&nmry 1*951. 
The two ar® substantially the saias. Both decrees ciaim 6 mile terri- 
torial waters, claim soverei®aty over islands within 12 miles of the 
lut&inland, and state that mutual agressaent shall decide sovereignty in 
cases where territorial waters of neighboring nations overlap. Protasts 


Approved 


For Release 2001/09/01.; CIA-RDP79-00979A0001 0001 0004-1 


ApprovecfWr Release 2001/09/01 : CIA-RDP79-09879A0001 0001 0004-1 

E®de bjr Great Britain as'vS. tbs ISaited States^ 'wtio tuavs ti«ditiosKilly 
s territorial limit of 3 miles. Eo record is avetls^le of 
discussions between Egypt and Saudi Arabia dealing vith the Gulf of 
Aqaba as a result of these decrees (Cairo Dsp. Mo. 1T1.9» 20 January 1951j 
Cairo Dsp. lo- 2795, 25 May 1951; Caixo Dsp. lo. 2880, Jxirae 1951)- 

B. Aide.iS«®!!Oire from the Egyptian Foreign Office, dated 

S8 Jfenoary 1950, concludes by stating that peaceful navigation of the 
®ater lying bet«?een the islands of Tiran awi Samfir on the one hai^ and 
the Sinai Pentosuls on the other will be uchampared (Cairo Dsp. Kb 148, 

1 Februmy 1950)* 

C. British ship Empire Roach was stopped by an Egyptian" Ksvy 
vessel 4 lailes SSW of the entrance to Enterprise Channel at the mouth of 


Approved For Release 2001/i)M>r^lA-RDPt9-00979A0001 0001 0004-1 


25X6* 



25X6 



ApprovecfWr Release 2001/09/01 : CIA-RDP79-00979A0001 0001 0004-1 



D. la October 195%, Egs?pt clBt!a®i the Gulf of Sues a® territorial 
■<ratey on the baeia of the Royal Decree of l8 January 1953- • Article T 
roads as follows: 


If the Keaeisreaerit of the territorial ^tera in accortonc® with 
the provisions of this decree leaves an area of hi^ sea wholly 
Surro'uiBS.ed by territorial wstera and sstendlng not saore than 
twelve aissiticel sdles in ai^ direction, such area shall form part 
of the territorial waters. 5Sie saae rule ahall apply to a pro- 
nounced pocket of hi^ see ^«iich may be trtiolly enclosed by draw- 
ing m slagl® Btrai^t 11a® not ®5re than twelve nautical miles 
long. 


fhiffl stet« 5 gat shows the detemlnation of Egypt to apply the letter 
of the decree on territorial waters and to situations within her control, 
but it iMicates a hesitation to approach Saudi Arabia regarding a pre- 
cis® eettlcsaent of territorial Interests in the Gulf of Ajjpba by failing 
to saention l^t water body specifically. 

E. In 1955, Jordan Issued regulations regarding shipping in the 
Gulf of Aqaba. Thee® regulations show marked similarity to Elyptien 
daims; ®®d It le to b® assusjed that Jordan, by issuing ths®, recognized 
authority at the entrance to the Gulf of A^^ba. 
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XXX. CaraeatB on I fep Isaclosy es 

follcreifflg ctetB and laapa ace<»pas^ tMs ]^p©r! 

A. O.B. Stevy Kyitoogmj^ic Office Chart lb. 28l2, . 3^-.>._Sabg. 

to the Bro theys Ineln diag the Gnlf o f at approsli^tely 

T:S'56^o567”til^ iiieti aii varlouB^'kijdes . 

®. British Adsiiralty Chart Bo. 3595a Biw^oars and Aneh^^ B_to 
th® eosapos^ of insets at various seal®®. 

C* Sii® largest scale ] 3 ^p coverage availehl® for th® entire Gulf 
of Aqatea, eoaslsbing of 3 ^eets of the U.S. Aw Map Service 
ls250,<KK), Series P502 and 3 sheets of the 1;250,<X», Series 
S502. 

D. Overis^ of the Gulf of Aqaba based on these S series at 
ls2^,000. ^e overlay is provld«i to indicate the location of th® 
3-iail® and 6Haile lines isentloned in th® tesst. The envelop© iMthod 
TO 9 us<^ in developing both of these line®. lack of precise data 
ffakes it ia^ssSble to plot liiait® of sovereigpaty at the aouth and at 
the h®^ of laie Gulf of Aqaba, lo att^pt ms B^e to plot a aedlan 
line in the Gulf of Aqaba. 
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